
HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Our objective is to provide summaries of salient MSPB and Federal Circuit decisions. What began as an effort to convert the MSPB’s Case Report 
indices into a more accessible document with the addition of citations and recent cases, became a completely reorganized summary of cases from 
1999 forward with hyperlinks for the digital edition, when available, to the full text of decisions.

The MSPB’s Index to the Case Report was compiled and published by the MSPB on its website with cases from 1999 to early 2007. The MSPB has 
the disclaimer on its website:

These summaries are descriptions prepared by individual MSPB employees. They do not represent official summaries approved by the 
Board itself, and are not intended to provide legal counsel or to be cited as legal authority. Instead, they are provided only to inform and 
help the public locate Board precedents.

In addition to arranging cases summarized by the Board through 2007, we selected and summarized cases appearing in this edition for the 
period from April 2007 through early 2016. Some reports of cases appearing in the MSPB’s case reports are not covered in this book. We do not 
include MSPB nonprecedential decisions, because the Board appears to give them little or no weight as precedent. We do include nonprecedential 
decisions of the Federal Circuit, because both the Circuit and the Board cite and rely upon them.

In deciding which cases to summarize for this book, we erred on the side of inclusion although not every Board or Federal Circuit case is covered. 
We encourage readers to use this book to supplement and not to replace their research through case searches and use of other research materials.

The summaries are arranged by subject matter areas of Board jurisprudence and are further categorized alphabetically. We have endeavored to 
produce a straightforward table of contents and table of authorities for quick reference. 

If we do not have an official citation for a case, we attempt to provide docket numbers. Where no docket number is available, we include the date 
the case was published in the MSPB Case Report.

Because text writers differ in their approach to classification of points of law, the likelihood of finding cases on a particular point increases if 
researchers use more than one comprehensive text. In addition to this summary of cases, we recommend A Guide to Merit Systems Protection Board 
Law and Practice, annually updated and available through Dewey Publications, Inc. With the disclaimer that an author of this book is also involved 
in the preparation of the MSPB Guide, it is noted that the Guide organizes cases collectively through narrative descriptions of the law, arranged by 
broad subject areas discussed in seventeen substantive chapters. The Guide also provides coverage of cases dating back to the inception of MSPB 
operations in 1979; this text encompasses cases back to 1999.

Websites that have proved helpful in compiling this book and may further assist readers in their research are the MSPB’s website at www.mspb.gov, 
the EEOC’s website at www.eeoc.gov, and the website for the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit at www.cafc.uscourts.gov. The 
MSPB places on its website a weekly summary of precedential decisions from the Board and from the Federal Circuit. The weekly case summaries 
are available through email subscription from the Board.
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